Phospholipase A2 (PhA2) [E.C. 3.1.1.4.] which catalyzes the hydrolysis of diacyl phosphoglycerides into their monoacyl derivatives with the release of free fatty acids from the 2 position of glyceride has been isolated from various snake venoms (Braganca, Sambrey and Ghadially, 1969; Wells and Hanahan, 1969; Wu and Tinker, 1969; Tu, Passey and Toom, 1970; Augustyn and Elliot, 1970; Vidal and Stoppani, 1971; Kawauchi et al., 1971; Howard, 1975) . PhA2 has also been isolated from pancreatic juice (DeHaas et al., 1968) and from bee venom (Shipolini et al., 1971) . None of these preparations was found to be toxic. It has recently been reported that some presynaptically acting neurotoxins from the venoms of Bungarus species exhibit PhA2 activity which is essential for the lethality of these toxins (Howard and Truog, 1977; Abe, Alema and Miledi, 1977) . The present study was undertaken to find if any other form of PhA2, not associated with the presynaptic toxins, is present in the venom of Bungarus caeruleus. In this communication, we shall describe a method leading heat stability and only 50% of the activity was lost after heating (100C) at pH 3.5 for 5 min. The enzyme was completely inhibited by iodoacetic acid at 50 mm concentration at pH 7.5. Reduction with 2-mercaptoethanol also com-pletely inactivated the enzyme. The enzyme, however, showed a high stability against 8 M urea.
In the present investigation, we isolated in a pure state a nontoxic PhA2 from the venom of Bungarus caeruleus. The recovery was 37.3% against 66% and 51% yields obtained with Naja naja (Braganca et al., 1969) and Crotalus adamenteus (Wells and Hanahan, 1969) venoms, respectively. Lower yields have been reported with Crotalus atrox (Wu and Tinker, 1969) and Agkistrodon piscivorus (Augustyn and Elliot, 1970) . We achieved about 38-fold purification as compared with 25-fold reported from Naja naja (Braganca, 1969) , Crotalus adamenteus (Wells and Hanahan, 1969) and Bothrops neuwiedii (Vidal and Stoppani, 1971 ) venoms. Our work gave an evidence to prove that venom of Bungarus caeruleus contains a nontoxic and highly active form of PhA2. Five pug per g body weight of this enzyme did not kill mice when injected intravenously. The presynaptic toxins isolated from Bun garus caeruleus and Bun garus multicinctus venoms, exhibiting PhA2 activities, had LD50 in a range of 0.05-0.1 pg per g mouse (Abe et al., 1977; Howard and Truog, 1977) . The high specific activity, nontoxicity and other properties of purified PhA2 indicate that the major form of PhA2 in Bun garus caeruleus venom is not associated with any neurotoxin and has properties somewhat similar to the nontoxic PhA2 from other venoms.
